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Baboon Observation Log 
 
By Pascal Fust 
 
About the Researcher 
Pascal Fust is a Swiss biologist with wide experience in 
studying wildlife in Africa. He has conducted field work on 
bush tracking in South Africa, zebras in Kenya, and giraffes 
in Ethiopia. His study of baboon behaviour and their use of 
cheek pouches constitutes part of his work towards a 
postgraduate diploma in wildlife biology and conservation at 
Napier University, U.K. 
 
27.01.2008 
 
Arriving in Wildcliff in the early afternoon. Welcome-“braai” with Champagne and walk of 
env. 3 hours up the gorge, which defines the western boundary of the reserve. Vegetation in 
the gorge is very lush – afro-montane forest with lots of ferns. 
At our return at the entry into the canyon, we could observe the baboons climbing over the 
cliffs on the opposite side. Maybe one of their sleeping places? To be followed… 
 
 
28.01.2008 
 
Walk in the upper part of the reserve. After crossing stand of black wattle and pine forest, we 
climb on the road through open fynbos vegetation (man-high). Topography is hilly but 
accessible except for the western canyon. Temperature is rather high (~30-35 °C), but cools 
down during night.  
 
 
29.01.2008 
 
Discussion with Ian Giddy regarding my project: some details have been cleared, expectations 
from my side and his side openly discussed, etc. 
Ian raised some concerns regarding the low visibility in certain habitats. I expect that spotting 
groups of animals from higher viewpoints could give better results, especially in areas with 
high and dense vegetation. Ian agreed and indicated the use of 3-4 viewpoints. 
Vegetation types in the reserve are as followed:  

·  Pasture 
·  Afro-montane forest 
·  Black wattle stand 
·  Pine forest 
·  Wetland 
·  Fynbos Erica-dominated �  baboons don’t eat 

                   protea-dominated �  baboons eat flowers (insects) 
·  Renosterveld 

 
A vegetation map is currently being constructed; black wattle stands are recorded, next will be 
pine stands, etc. 
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03.02.2008 
 
First day of baboon tracking: 
Recognition of south-western area outside the reserve. GPS-tracking of the road towards 
Heidelberg after the bridge across Wildekrantz River. No baboons found there. 
However, on the way back, a big group was spotted in Far Meadow. 
GPS-coordinates: S33° 57.914’  E21° 2.121’  (waypoint WP 001) 
Time: 13:20 
I was approaching the animals up to a distance of about 50m. They started walking away from 
me, but as soon as I stopped and sat down, they stopped also fleeing. They starred at me, 
rather in a curious than worried manner. They were foraging in the grass. No attempt of 
aggressing me. Good start! 
 
 
04.02.2008 
 
Black wattle eradication in the morning. 
As I heard baboon vocalisations on the hillside above Heron House, I explored in the late 
morning the area of South Ridge Trail and Montevista Slope, down to Far Meadow. Although 
old baboon spoor was detected, no animals were observed –most spoor had been found on 
Ann Hill.  
In the afternoon (~15:30), a group of baboons was spotted and followed at Oaktree Meadow  
GPS-coordinates: S33° 57’ 34’’   E21° 1’ 57.6’’ 
The animals were heading into the woods to the other (western) side of the Wildekrantz River. 
I followed them to the river without attempting to cross it, in order to have a protection 
between them and me. They’ve been very curious, approaching up to ~10m. The majority of 
the curious individuals were juveniles. I followed them to the cliff in the gorge (same as at 
first observation), where they spent a lot of time lying down, grooming, playing. 
Observation ended around 19:00. 
Photos taken: 769-780 
No recordings of use of cheek pouches. 
 
 
05.02.2008 
 
Attempt to get access to the cliffs (sleeping sites?), arriving from the western side. However, 
the fynbos is too dense to pass to the cliffs, so accessing a good viewpoint on the eastern side 
of the canyon should be attempted. Alternatively, the trail running more westerly could be 
used to get nearer to the area above the cliffs, but descend seems difficult. 
Photos taken: 781-783 
During the afternoon (15:30), a group was spotted in Oaktree meadow. 
GPS-coordinates: S33° 57’ 35.1’’   E21° 1’ 57.1’’ 
Followed until reaching the cliff around 18:00. 
No use of cheek pouches recorded. 
 
 
06.02.2008  
 
Contact on Fynbos Road towards the western hilly side (outside the reserve boundary). 
Time: 15:00 
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GPS-coordinates: S33° 57’ 48.9’’    E21° 2’ 1.4’’   (WP 153) 
Group was crossing the road from South in northern direction. During a period of approx. 30 
minutes, baboons have been sitting, playing, etc. on the road on a length of ~150m. As I was 
not moving too much, the animals were not too worried, but rather interested in me, especially 
the young ones. Around 15:30, the last individuals had left and moved into the black wattle 
stand north of the road.  
Photos taken: 784-786 
Films taken: 06.02_1 
Although I tried to follow them in a distance, I couldn’t cross the forest like the baboons 
because of the density of trees and fallen trees blocking the way. As I was certain that the 
animals would move sooner or later to Oaktree Meadow, I short-cut to that place, where I got 
new contact with the troop around 16:00 between Misty Meadow and Oaktree Meadow. 
Young were playing on dead trees, adults were foraging in the meadow; some social 
grooming between mother and child. 
Movies taken: 06.02_2 
Around 17:00, I was on the previously spotted viewpoint opposite to the cliff. As usual, the 
baboons climbed ~18:00 the cliff and dispersed on the cliffs and rocks above the gorge. Some 
grooming, playing, but mostly lying down to sleep. Found a sleeping place!!! Left the 
observation place around 19:00. 
Movies taken: 06.02_3 
No use of cheek pouches recorded. 
 
 
07.02.2008  
 
Contact with the baboon troop on Ann Hill. 
Time: 9:55 
GPS-coordinates  S33° 57’ 40’’    E21° 2’ 21’’    (WP 156) 
As soon as I got out of the car that had transported me there, the troop ran off into the black 
wattle stands on Ann Hill and kept moving in direction of Heron House. My attempts to find 
them again throughout South Ridge, Montevista and Ann Hill gave no results.  
In the afternoon, I searched in the southern part of the reserve and environment. Although 
acoustic indications led me, it has been impossible to locate the animals in the black wattle 
stands. Finally, in the rain, the baboons were found in Oaktree Meadow around 17:30, 
foraging and heading towards their sleeping places.  
No use of cheek pouches observed. 
 
As observing distance is high and animals tend to move often into woods, data gathering 
methods may need to be adapted. It seems currently hardly possible to follow an individual 
for periods of 15 minutes as indicated in the initial proposal without losing sight contact 
sooner or later, i.e. while it might be feasible in vegetation types like the ones found in the 
meadows, it seems very difficult in the man-high fynbos or in the dense forests. It is therefore 
proposed to use rather scan sampling of several individuals and record the degree of fullness 
of cheek pouches as explained by Hayes et al. (1992) in their paper “The differential Use of 
Cheek Pouches in a Troop of Papio Ursinus”. In this way, the use of cheek pouches in dense 
vegetation cal also be detected by regular scans during movements. Vigilance behaviour could 
be recorded as initially described with shorter observation periods.  
 
 
10.02.2008  
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Heard baboon vocalisations from south-west of Heron House. Climbed therefore Fynbos 
Road outside the reserve on the opposite side of the Wildekrantz River valley. As I heard more 
noise in the black wattle stand south of the road, I entered the stand. First contact today near 
the ruins in the black wattle. 
Time: 11:00 
GPS-coordinates  S33° 57’ 50.8’’   E21° 1’ 56.8’’   (WP 173) 
Animals were grunting calmly and some young playing and screaming as I arrived there. 
Later, they moved out of the woods in western direction (open area, freshly cleared black 
wattle aera), where they spent env. 30 minutes during which different guard individuals 
surveyed my presence. Troop was in general very calm. 
Time: 11:35 
GPS-coordinates  S33° 57’ 51’’   E21° 1’ 55.8’’   (WP174) 
They later moved even more westerly in the open areas and dispersed in a huge area over the 
hill, covering env. 1km2 on both sides of the road; foraging in the pasture and freshly cut 
black wattle area.  
Time: 12:30 
GPS-coordinates   S33° 57’ 51’’    E21° 1’ 49’’     (WP 175) 
 
Photos taken: 822 
No use of cheek pouches observed. 
Afternoon:  rainfall 
 
 
11.02.2008  
 
Contact with baboon troop in early afternoon, as they were crossing Fynbos road west of the 
reserve from South in northern direction. Unfortunately, they stepped very quickly in the 
woods, so observations were impossible. 
Therefore, I moved to Oaktree Meadow, where I supposed them in the later afternoon. I 
placed myself at the riverside of the meadow, well conscious that the baboons normally pass 
in that exact place. Around 15:30 (quite early, but maybe because of the rainy weather), the 
first animals arrived on the meadow and were rather unsure what to do and where to go. So, I 
passed from the riverside to the hillside in order to let the troop pass freely, which they later 
actually did. 
Film taken:  11.02_1 
GPS-coordinates  S33° 57’ 34.5’’    E21° 1’ 57’’    (WP 002) 
 
However, even though the animals were moving as calmly as usual, I noticed that they (many 
of them, though not all) were eating while moving or sitting although I couldn’t see any action 
of foraging. Looking more closely, I saw that they were eating food they had obviously 
already in their mouth. And – here we are !! – some of them just put the food in pockets in 
their cheeks. They are using their cheek pouches !!! 
On one occasion, I could even observe one baboon putting several pieces of food into the 
pouch. 
Film taken:  11.02_2 
While the first animals arriving were obviously feeding from their cheek pouches, the later 
arriving ones had empty cheek pouches. Maybe, these were higher ranking individuals 
without the need of quickly harvesting food, or there had been no more of a rare food source 
available?? 
Later could be observed how many baboons were filling their pouches; slowly and calmly. 
Films taken:   11.02_3 / 11.02_4 
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Photos taken:  824-840 
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12.2.2008  
 
Short contacts with baboons. In the morning, the group including a tailless female, thereafter 
named Ruth, was sighted around GPS-point 177 (S33° 57’ 46.1’’   E21° 1’ 54.7’’) on Fynbos 
road outside the reserve. The group quickly disappeared in the northern black wattle stand, 
and it was later found on Montevista.  
Time: 12:00 
GPS-coordinates:  S33° 57’ 32.8’’    E21° 2’ 24.5’’    WP178 
 
Attempts to find the groups in the evening at the usual places (cliffs of Wildkrantz River and 
Oaktree Meadow) gave no results. Obviously the troop has changed its sleeping place, which 
up-to-date had been in the rocks and cliffs west over the Wildekrantz River.  
 
 
13.2.2008  
 
A group of about 50 baboons was around Heron House around 11:00. While many adults 
animals foraged on the grass around the house and on the black wattle trees just beside the 
house, the juveniles seemed more intrigued by the planted trees behind the house.  
Although we observed them from the veranda of the house (observation distance 10-15 m), 
the baboons weren’t too nervous about our presence, as long as we kept quiet. They fed 
relatively quickly, but still, no use of cheek pouches was observed. Some minor rivalries 
between adult males. 
Time: 11:00 – 11:25 
GPS-coordinates:  S33° 57’ 43.6’’    E21° 2’ 11.6’’   
Film taken: 13.02_1HeronHouse 
Photos shot: 842 - 847 
 
The group was followed after, crossing the black wattle stand on Ann Hill, first in 
eastern/south-eastern direction, later following a small canyon in western direction. Although 
the animals have been observed from big distance(about 150 m) across the canyon, they 
seemed very upset and excited of my presence. Some foraging on black wattle, but distance 
for observing cheek pouch use too big. 
Later, observation near the gate of the reserve. 
Time: 12:16 – 12:40 
GPS-coordinates:  start: S33° 57’ 51.0’’    E21° 2’ 15.8’’ WP179 
   End: S33° 57’ 52.9’     E21° 2’   7.7’’ WP180   
Film taken: 13.02_2 
 
Animals later were heading in north-eastern direction on Fynbos road out of the reserve, 
through the black wattle stand, on the open areas east of the black wattle stands. 
Time: 13:10 – 13:45 
GPS-coordinates:  S33° 57’ 45.8’’    E21° 1’ 57.5’’ WP181 
   S33° 57’ 52.3’     E21° 1’ 49.1’’ WP182   
 
The animals were again looked for in the late afternoon on Oaktree Meadow – no sign! 
However, after some search, they were found on Fynbos Hill. Some foraging activities, they 
soon began calmly to approach me up to 10 m, but showed no sign of moving further, 
although my watch showed already after 18:00. “When will they move to their new sleeping 
sites?” After a while, I realized: where I was sitting, this was the new sleeping sites!!! 
Time: 18:20 – 18:40 
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GPS-coordinates:  S33° 57’ 27.7’’    E21° 2’ 1.5’’   
Film taken: 13.02_3 
Photos shot: 850 – 853 
 
No use of cheek pouch observed. 
 
 
14.2.2008 
 
Contact with a group on Oaktree Meadow around 9:15. 
GPS-coordinates:  S33° 57’ 34’’    E21° 1’ 59.5’’   
Slowly, the baboons ascended Talari River, reaching Talari House around 10:00, where they 
strolled around on the veranda and on the roof. Later, they moved on further uphill into the 
black wattle stand on Bluegum Hill.   
Time: 9:30 – 11:45 
GPS-coordinates: S33° 57’ 31.0’’   E21° 2’ 5.6’’ WP 183 
   S33° 57’ 32.2’’   E21° 2’ 9.1’’ (Talari House) 
   S33° 57’ 29.6’’   E21° 2’ 11.9’’ WP 184 
   S33° 57’ 29.7’’   E21° 2’ 14.9’’ WP 185BW 
Film: 14.02_1 
Photos:  856, 857 
 
In the afternoon, the group of Ruth (tailless female), consisting of 5 adult individuals, was 
spotted on Misty Meadow (GPS S33° 57’ 42.6’’   E21° 2’ 4.6’’  WP 185_1), travelling in 
northern direction, reaching later Oaktree Meadow. 
Time: 15:00 – 15:20 
 
After, again ascending Talari river the animals foraged in the black wattle stands and 
Bostaaibos bushes around Middle Dam.    
Time end: 16:17 
GPS-coordinates: S33° 57’ 30.0’’   E21° 2’ 6.9’’ WP 185_2 
   S33° 57’ 28.4’’   E21° 2’ 12.5’’ WP 185 
Film: 14.02_2 
Photos:   859, 861 
 
No use of cheek pouches observed. 
 
 
15.2.2008 Black wattle eradication �  Heidelberg 
 
 
16.2.2008 Construction work on nursery at the Weavers Nest 
 
 
17.2.2008   
Construction work on nursery, lunch at Bob’s. 
In the late afternoon, search for any baboon signs on Ann Hill, South Ridge, Montevista Slope, 
Montevista and Amphitheatre Dam. Later down to Oaktree Meadow and Fynbos Hill.  
No signs of recent baboon presence found. Where did they move to??? 
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18.2.2008   
Search for baboons in the whole upper part of the reserve up to Ena’s Falls. No recent tracks 
or other signs of baboons. According to the neighbouring farmer, Bob Brown, the troop has  
most probably moved over the mountains into the area of the Little Karoo, since there is 
currently fruit season in that area. He believes that the baboons should be back within the next 
2 or 3 weeks. Wherever they moved, it is sure that they are currently out of the reserves 
boundary, so hardly accessible for me and my study. What to do in the meantime until they 
come back (let’s hope that they come within the next weeks…) ??!! 
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21.02.2008  
 
The baboons are back in Wildcliff!! Obviously, they either get chased from the fruit stands or 
it has not been yet the good period of time… 
Contact time: 10:30  
Location: Heron House / Misty Meadow 
GPS-coordinates: S33° 57’ 41.8’’ E21° 2’ 9.4’’ (WP 21.02AM) 
Group size ~15 individuals (m/f) 
Wind: none 
Precipitation: none 
Habitat: pa (pasture) 
Distance to the next refuge: 10-50m 
One female adult with infant:   Walking, no cheek pouch use 
One female adult with baby :  Walking, no cheek pouch use 
One female adult with infant:  Walking, no cheek pouch use 
 
Video 21.02_1 
 
For report use, it will in future be used a standardized form for the observation recordings, 
such as followed: 
 

a) GPS coordinates 
b) Sex of the individual observed 
c) Age class of the individual observed 
d) Group size 
e) Group composition 
f) Temperature 
g) Wind 
h) Precipitation 
i) Other presence 
j) Habitat type PA Pasture 
  AMF Afro-montane forest 
  PF Pine forest 
  FED Fynbos Erica-dominated 
  FPD Fynbos Protea-dominated 
  W Wetland 
  BW Black wattle 
  RE Renosterveld 

k) Distance to next refuge 0 – 10 m 
  10 – 50 m 
  >50 m 

I) Degree of fullness of cheek pouches 
II) N° of glances in 1 minute 
III) N° of group members in 3 m distance while glancing 

  
Remarks:  
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Time: 12:05  
Location : middle of Misty Meadow 

a) S33° 57’ 46.4’’ E21° 2’ 6’’ WP 21.02_2AM 
b) Female 
c) Adult 
d) 4 
e) F/m  
f) 30.9°C 
g) - 
h) None 
i) - 
j) PA 
k) 10-50 m 
I) 0 % 
II) 4 min-1 
III) - 

Remarks: Foraging 
 
Time:  12:30 
Sighting of a big group of ~30 – 40 animals at the gate (bridge) 
GPS coordinates: S33° 57’ 50.5’’   E21° 2’ 5.1’’ (WP 21.02_3AM) 
 
Time: 13:30 – 16:00 
Search for the baboons in the black wattle stand outside the reserve on the western side of 
Wildekrantz River. 
 
Time:  17:10 
Location: Oaktree Meadow 

a) S33° 57’ 34.4’’ E21° 1’ 56.8’’ WP 002 
b) - 
c) Juvenile 
d) ~ 10 
e) - 
f) - 
g) Light 
h) None 
i) - 
j) BW/PA 
k) 0-10 m 
I) 50 % 
II) - 
III) - 

Remarks: Group foraging in the grass; individual strongly 
vigilant; group leaped into the woods �  no more sign 
until 17:55 

 
 
Time: 18:10  
Location : Sleeping site in the western cliffs above the Wildekrantz River.  
Group seems to consist of only 2 families. 
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a) S33° 57’ 28’’ E21° 1’ 56’’ WP 148 
b) Female Female Male Male 
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult 
d) ~ 10 ~ 10 ~ 10 ~ 10 
e) 2 f adult / 2 m adult / 3 juveniles / 1 infant 
f) - - - - 
g) - - - - 
h) None None None None 
i) - - - - 
j) t.b.a. t.b.a. t.b.a. t.b.a. 
k) 0-10 m 0-10 m 0-10 m 0-10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 
II) - - - - 
III) - - - - 

Remarks: Video 21.02_2 
 
 
22.02.2008  
 
Time:  17:55 
Contact with the group over the cliffs of Wildekrantz River (sleeping site) 

a) S33° 57’ 28’’ E21° 1’ 56’’ WP 148 
b) Female 
c) Adult, oestrus  
d) - 
e) - 
f) - 
g) - 
h) None 
i) - 
j) - 
k) 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 
II) - 
III) - 

Remarks: Current behaviour:  grooming / playing 
 
 
23.02.2008  
 
Time:  9:30 – 10:15 
Location:  Heron House Video 23.02_1 

a) S33° 57’ 44’’ E21° 2’ 11’’ WP 23.02_1 
b) �  �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult, 

oestrus 
Adult adult 

d) - - - - - 
e) - - - - - 
f) - - - - - 



Report  Baboon behaviour study at Wildcliff Pascal Fust 

02.04.2008  Page 14 of 43 

g) slight slight slight None None 
h) none None none None none 
i) - - - - - 
j) PA FED FED FED FED 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 
II) - - - - - 
III) - - - - - 

Remarks: Walking Foraging Foraging Foraging  
 
One baboon even climbed on the telephone pole in order to accede food on a black wattle 
tree. But he was not climbing by the pole but by the metal rope holding the pole! 
 
Time: 10:55 
Group is found on South Ridge Trail crossing the road into eastern direction, later also 
crossing the black wattle stand on South Ridge; foraging. 
 
Time:  11:45 
Foraging on the pines in the pine trees on the eastern slope of South Ridge; grunting 
vocalisations, but no visual contact �  group is moving towards Plattekrantz River 
 
Time:  12:15 
Group is seen on the meadows of the eastern slope of Plattekrantz River outside the reserve. 
 
Time:  13:00 
Contact with the group in black wattle stand near Plattekrantz River 
 
Time:  17:00 
Baboon vocalisations heard around Biomonitoring site n°9 (GPS S33° 57’ 32’’   E21° 2’ 
45.4’’) 
 
Time:  18:40 
Contact with group on Oaktree Meadow  
 

a) S33° 57’ 34.4’’ E21° 1’ 56.8’’ WP 002 
b) �  
c) Adult 
d) ~10 
e) 2 f adult / 2 m adult / juveniles / infant 
f) - 
g) Moderate 
h) None 
i) - 
j) PA / AMF 
k) 0 – 10 m 
I) 50 % 
II) - 
III) - 

Remarks: Eating, but not foraging while being vigilant during ~ 
75% of the time 
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Looked at the two last sightings (one group on Montevista, one group in Oaktree Meadow), it 
seems that the troop has either split up for the might or there is two separate troops on 
Wildcliff. Maybe they join for the daytime activities? Otherwise, did the initial troop break 
up?  
 
 
24.02.2008 
 
Time:  6:35 
The baboon group is still in the sleeping site over the cliff. At my arrival, I hear two barkings, 
after that, the group is quiet. 
4 baboons are grooming, 2-3 are hanging in a tree still sleeping 
Glance rates while grooming have been 6 min-1 / 1 min-1 / 2 min-1 
The detailed group composition of this group is 2 adult males, 2 adult females, 4 juveniles and 
2 infants. 
 
Time: 7:40 
Slight rain; group still over the cliffs grooming 
 
Time:  7:45 
Start of the descent from the cliffs 
 
Time:  8:30 
Sitting in the middle of Oaktree Meadow, like waiting for something to come/happen. Sitting 
on and around a dead tree, looking around, yawning 
 
Time:  8:45 
Crossing Misty Meadow in southern direction 
Video 24.02_1 
 
Time:  15:20 
Contact with big group in Oaktree Meadow  Video 24.02_2 

a) S33° 57’ 34.4’’ E21° 1’ 56.8’’ WP 002 
b) �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult 
d) ~ 30 ~ 30 ~ 30 ~ 30 ~ 30 ~ 30 ~ 30 ~ 30 
e) � , �  � , �  � , �  � , �  � , �  � , �  � , �  � , �  
f) - - - - - - - - 
g) None None None None None None None None 
h) None None None None None None None None 
i) Bushbuck Bushbuck Bushbuck Bushbuck Bushbuck Bushbuck Bushbuck Bushbuck 
j) PA/AMF PA/AMF PA/AMF PA/AMF PA/AMF PA/AMF PA/AMF PA/AMF 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 
II) - - - 4 min-1 - - - 11 min-1 
III) - - - 1 - - - 1 

Remarks:      walking  Dominant 
male 
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Time:  15:36 
a) S33° 57’ 34.4’’ E21° 1’ 56.8’’ WP 002 
b) �  �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult, 

oestrus 
Juvenile 

d) ~ 30 ~ 30 ~ 30 ~ 30 ~ 30 
e) � , �  � , �  � , �  � , �  � , �  
f) - - - - - 
g) slight Slight moderate moderate Moderate 
h) None None None None None 
i) Bushbuck Bushbuck Bushbuck Bushbuck Bushbuck 
j) PA/AMF PA/AMF PA/AMF PA/AMF PA/AMF 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 25 – 50% 0 % 0 % 0 % 
II) - - - 5 min-1 7 min-1 
III) - - - 2 2 

Remarks: Video 24.02_3 
 
 
Time:  16:00 – 16:10 

a) S33° 57’ 34.4’’ E21° 1’ 56.8’’ WP 002 
b) �  �  �  �  �  �  
c) Juvenile Adult Adult Adult Juvenile Adult 
d) ~ 30 ~ 30 ~ 30 ~ 30 ~ 30 ~ 30 
e) � , �  � , �  � , �  � , �  � , �  � , �  
f) - - - - - - 
g) Moderate Moderate moderate moderate Moderate moderate 
h) None None None None None None 
i) Bushbuck Bushbuck Bushbuck Bushbuck Bushbuck Bushbuck 
j) PA PA PA PA PA PA 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 25 % 50 % 0 % 100 % 0 % 0 % 
II) 5 min-1 4 min-1 - 6 min-1 - 2 min-1 
III) 4 2 - 1 - 1 

Remarks: Video 24.02_4 
 
 
Time:  16:11 - 16:40 

a) S33° 57’ 34.4’’ E21° 1’ 56.8’’ WP 002 
b) �  �  �  - �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult Juvenile 
d) ~ 30 ~ 30 ~ 30 ~ 30 ~ 30 
e) � , �  � , �  � , �  � , �  � , �  
f) - - - - - 
g) slight Slight moderate moderate Moderate 
h) None None None None None 
i) Bushbuck Bushbuck Bushbuck Bushbuck Bushbuck 
j) PA PA PA PA PA 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
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I) 0 % 25 % 100 % 100 % 0 % 
II) - - 5 min-1 12 min-1 - 
III) - - 2 1 - 

Remarks: Video 24.02_5 / 6 
 
Video 24.02_6 also shows that baboon and bushbuck can live in symbiosis, one benefiting 
from the vigilance of the other. 
 
 
25.02.2008  
 
Time:  16:25 
Contact with a small group in the south of South Ridge on an open area of Fynbos with 
blackwattle interspersed. 
At my arrival, there is a lot of barking because of my presence. Obviously, they did not expect 
me to join them there – as much as I expected them to find there… 
One baboon was observed foraging in a black wattle tree. However, no use of cheek pouches 
could be observed. 
 
Time:  17:45 
Short contact with a small group of max. 14 individuals on Oaktree Meadow. No long 
foraging period. Again, barking at my arrival. 
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28.2.2008  
 
Contact with baboon group of ~10-15 individuals incl. “Ruth” around 15:00 in Oaktree 
Meadow. Despite my careful approach, the group headed off into the woods across the river. 
Very soon, animals could be seen far away in an obvious opening in the black wattle stand. 
To see the reason of such rapid movement, I followed their movement and found big openings 
in this area of the black wattle stand (GPS:  S33° 57’ 35’’  E21° 1’ 47.4’’  �  WP 187) 
 
 
29.2. – 1.3.2008 
 
Construction work on the nursery. No baboon observations these days. 
  
 
2.3.2008 
 
Survey of the southern region of the reserve. Following the ridge down till the reserve border 
near the joint of Wildekrantz river and Plattekrantz river. After, following the Plattekrantz 
river (eastern border of the reserve) in northern direction upstream. Contact with baboon 
group (only acoustic contact) at 11:37 around WP 188 (GPS S33° 58’ 11’’  E21° 2’ 26.9’’). 
Temperature 25.7°C; wind: slight 
Survey ends around 14:00, temperature 34 °C 
 
Time:  17:24 – 17:38 
Location:  Oaktree Meadow Video 02.03_1 

a) S33° 57’ 34.4’’ E21° 1’ 56.8’’ WP 002 
b) - �  �  �  
c) Juvenile Adult Adult Juvenile 
d) ~20 ~20 ~20 ~20 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f) - - - - 
g) Moderate slight slight slight 
h) None None None None 
i) - - - - 
j) PA PA PA PA 
k) 10 – 50 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 
II) 6 / 5 - - - 
III) 1 - - - 

Remarks:  Sitting + 
watching 
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Part 2: 
a) S33° 57’ 34.4’’ E21° 1’ 56.8’’ WP 002 
b) �  �  �  �  - 
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult 
d) ~20 ~20 ~20 ~20 ~20 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f) - - - - - 
g) Moderate slight slight slight Slight 
h) None None None None None 
i) - - - - - 
j) PA PA PA PA PA 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 
II) 15 - - 12 6 
III)  - - - 5 

Remarks: Foraging Foraging Foraging   
 
 
3.3.2008 
 
Search for the baboons in the morning on upper fynbos road, down to Montevista and 
Montevista slope. No baboons observed. 
 
Around 15:00, contact in Misty Meadow / Oaktree Meadow; big group of approx. 40-50 
animals; very calm, approached up to 10 meters. 
 
Time:  15:32 – 15:48 
Location:  Oaktree Meadow Video 03.03_1 

a) S33° 57’ 33.9’’ E21° 1’ 59.5’’ WP 03.03 
b) �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Juvenile 
d) 40-50 40-50 40-50 40-50 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f) 34 °C 34 °C 34 °C 34 °C 
g) Slight Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None None 
i) Bushbuck ewe Bushbuck ewe Bushbuck ewe Bushbuck ewe 
j) PA PA PA PA 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 50 % 0 % 50 % 0 % 
II) - - - - 
III) - - - - 

Remarks: Feeding on 
oaks 

  Sitting in 
shade 
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Part 2: 
a) S33° 57’ 33.9’’ E21° 1’ 59.5’’ WP 03.03 
b) �  �  �  �  
c) Juvenile Adult, oestrus Adult, oestrus Adult 
d) 40-50 40-50 40-50 40-50 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f) 34 °C 34 °C 34 °C 34 °C 
g) Slight Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None None 
i) Bushbuck ewe Bushbuck ewe Bushbuck ewe Bushbuck ewe 
j) PA PA PA PA 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 50 % 0 % 0 % 100 % 
II) - - - - 
III) - - - - 

Remarks: - - - - 
 
 
 
Time:  15:50 – 16:00 
Location:  Oaktree Meadow Video 03.03_2 

a) S33° 57’ 33.9’’ E21° 1’ 59.5’’ WP 03.03 
b) �  �  �  
c) Adult Juvenile Adult, oestrus 
d) 40-50 40-50 40-50 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f) 34 °C 34 °C 34 °C 
g) Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None 
i) Bushbuck ewe Bushbuck ewe Bushbuck ewe 
j) PA PA PA 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 25 % 
II) - 6 8 
III) - 0 1 

Remarks:    
 
Observations had to be stopped because of a nearby bushfire (outside of the reserve). 
 
 
4.3.2008 
 
Time:  13:20 
Location:  Talari Meadow Video 04.03_1 

a) S33° 57’ 33’’ E21° 2’ 3.4’’ WP 04.03_1 
b) �  �  
c) Adult Adult 
d) 10 10 
e) � ,�  � ,�  
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f) - - 
g) Slight Moderate 
h) None None 
i) None None 
j) PA PA 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 
II) 5 - 
III) 1 - 

Remarks: “Ruth” 
foraging 
on oaks 

 

 
 
Time:  13:39 – 13:50 
Location:  Misty Meadow Video 04.03_2 
The observed group consisted of many males; foraging on grass seed heads and insects 

a) S33° 57’ 42.7’’ E21° 2’ 4.5’’ WP 185_1 
b) �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult 
d) 10 10 10 10 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f) - - - - 
g) Slight Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None None 
i) None None None None 
j) PA PA PA PA 
k) 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 
II) 7 3 7 6 
III) 1 2 0 1 

Remarks:     
 
�  suddenly, a female in the black wattle stand barked and screamed while showing her teeth 
and ran away; as a result, the whole group ran away. 
 
Around 14:45, I found a group of supposedly 10-15 individuals (estimation according to the 
vocalizations) in the black wattle stand west of Wildekrantz river. 
Time:  14:57  Video 04.03_3 

a) S33° 57’ 40’’ E21° 1’ 56.7’’ WP 190 
b) �  
c) Juvenile 
d) 10-15 
e) - 
f) - 
g) Calm 
h) None 
i) None 
j) BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 
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I) 0 % 
II)  
III)  

Remarks:  
 
At 15:30, a big group of env. 50 animals was observed in Oaktree Meadow, until it started to 
rain around 16:30. 
Time:  15:30 – 16:30 
Location:  Oaktree Meadow Video 04.03_4 

a) S33° 57’ 34.4’’ E21° 1’ 56.8’’ WP 002 
b) �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult 
d) 40-50 40-50 40-50 40-50 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f) - - - - 
g) Slight Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None None 
i) - - - - 
j) PA PA PA PA 
k) 10 – 50 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 25 % 25 % 
II) - - 5 4 
III) - - 1 1 

Remarks: Feeding on 
seed heads 

   

 
Part 2: 

a) S33° 57’ 34.4’’ E21° 1’ 56.8’’ WP 002 
b) - �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult 
d) 40-50 40-50 40-50 40-50 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f) - - - - 
g) Slight Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None None 
i) - - - - 
j) PA PA PA PA 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 75 % 0 % 0 % 75 % 
II) - - 4 - 
III) - - 3 - 

Remarks:  Humping 
animal 

  

 
There is a nice of subordinate behaviour and hierarchic structure in this group. A big 
(obviously subdominant) baboon gets pushed and chased by smaller group members (Video 
2:30 – 2:40). 
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6.3.2008 
 
This morning, we have very strong winds, which will make the locating of animals by sound 
rather challenging. But, on the other side, the animals can’t easily pick predators (such as me) 
up, so it will be interesting to see the influence on the behaviour of the animals. 
Strolling on Fynbos road down from Rainfrog Dam, I suddenly spotted the baboons just some 
10 meters beside the road. In the beginning, they didn’t spot me, so the surprise was even 
bigger once they had seen me. After that first surprise, they seemed rather calm regarding my 
presence. They didn’t show any signs of fear and approached up to ~6 meters.  
 
 
Time:  8:51 – 9:11 
Location:  Fynbos road on Montevista Video 06.03_1 

a) S33° 57’ 35.1’’ E21° 2’ 25.1’’ WP 191 
b) �  �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult Juvenile 
d) 40 40 40 40 40 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f) 27.5 °C 27.5 °C 27.5 °C 27.5 °C 27.5 °C 
g) Strong Strong Strong Strong Strong 
h) None None None None None 
i) None None None None None 
j) BW BW BW BW BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 
II)   10   
III)   2   

Remarks:   Feeding 
on resin / 
latex (?) 

Checking 
other 
baboons 

Observing 

 
Observations at the same place at 9:15 revealed no cheek pouch use (0%) for 12 male and 4 
female adults. 
The baboons did minor foraging, were rather sitting around. The adult female with the injured 
hind leg was not using that foot at all �  seems worse than a few days ago, when she had still 
used it, even though sparsely.   
 
Around 9:25, the group left the black wattle stand heading southwards to the small isolated 
black wattle stands near the power line. 
 
Time:  9:40 
Location:  Under the power line on Ann Hill Video 06.03_2 

a) S33° 57’ 42.2’’ E21° 2’ 20.5’’ WP 06.03_1 
b) �  �  
c) Adult Adult 
d) 40 40 
e) � ,�  � ,�  
f) 30 °C 30 °C 
g) Strong Strong 
h) None None 
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i) None None 
j) FED FED 
k) 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 
II) 4 4 
III) 0 1 

Remarks:   
3 more adult females and 3 adult males observed: degree of fullness of cheek pouches = 0% 
 
Time:  9:55 
Location:  Heron House Video 06.03_2 

a) S33° 57’ 43.7’’ E21° 2’ 11.6’’ 
b) �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult 
d) 40 40 40 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f) 30 °C 30 °C 30 °C 
g) Strong Strong Strong 
h) None None None 
i) Emily Emily Emily 
j) BW BW BW 
k) 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 
II)   3 
III)   1 

Remarks:   Feeding intensively on 
cut black wattle (insects?) 

 
Around 11:00, the group moved off through Misty Meadow to Oaktree Meadow. 
 
Time:  11:27– 11:45 
Location:  Oaktree Meadow Video 06.03_3 

a) S33° 57’ 33.9’’ E21° 2’ WP 03.03 
b) �  �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult Juvenile 
d) 25 25 25 25 25 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f)      
g) Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
h) None None None None None 
i)      
j) PA / BW PA / BW PA / BW PA / BW PA / BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 25 % 50 % 75 % 50 % 50 % 
II)  7 8 6  
III)  3 4 4  

Remarks:   Feeding 
on fuits 
(oaks?) 
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Part 2 
a) S33° 57’ 33.9’’ E21° 2’ WP 03.03 
b) �  �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult Juvenile 
d) 25 25 25 25 25 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f)      
g) Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
h) None None None None None 
i)      
j) PA / BW PA / BW PA / BW PA / BW PA / BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 75 % 100 % 75 % 
II) 8 4 6 5  
III) 1  0 0  

Remarks:     Feeding 
on oaks 

 
 
Time:  11:50 
Location:  Oaktree Meadow Video 06.03_4 

a) S33° 57’ 33.9’’ E21° 2’ WP 03.03 
b) �  �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Juvenile Adult 
d) 25 25 25 25 25 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f) 32 °C 32 °C 32 °C 32 °C 32 °C 
g) Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
h) None None None None None 
i) bushbuck bushbuck bushbuck bushbuck Bushbuck 
j) PA / BW PA / BW PA / BW PA / BW PA / BW 
k) 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 
I) 50 % 100 % 100 % 100 % 0 % 
II) 4  8   
III)      

Remarks: Injured 
hind leg 

   Dominant 
(?) 
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Time:  12:15 
Location:  Oaktree Meadow 
The group started moving uphill into the black wattle stand (east of Wildekrantz river) 

a) S33° 57’ 33.9’’ E21° 2’ WP 03.03 
b) �  �  
c) Adult Juvenile 
d) 25 25 
e) � ,�  � ,�  
f) 33 °C 33 °C 
g) Moderate Moderate 
h) None None 
i) bushbuck bushbuck 
j) PA PA 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 –10 m 
I) 100 % 25 % 
II) 4 8 
III)  1 

Remarks:   
  
Time:  12:25 
Location:  Oaktree Meadow 
Juveniles arrive from Misty Meadow 

a) S33° 57’ 34.4’’ E21° 1’ 56.8’’ WP 002 
b) �  �  �  �  �  - 
c) Juvenile Adult Adult Adult Adult Infant 
d)       
e)       
f) 33 °C 33 °C 33 °C 33 °C 33 °C 33 °C 
g) Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
h) None None None None None None 
i) - - - - - - 
j) PA PA PA PA PA PA 
k) 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 50 % 50 % 
II)       
III)       

Remarks:       
 
 
7.3.2008  
 
Contact with small group around 18:00 at Oaktree Meadow; no detailed behavioural data 
collected.  
 
 
8.3. – 12.3.2008  
 
Rain; no contact to baboon groups. 
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13.3.2008 
 
Contact at 7:15 – baboons are in their sleeping site in the cliffs over Wildekrantz canyon. 
They find themselves in crevasses and small caves, maybe seeking shelter from last nights 
rain (remember that during hot, sunny periods they spent the nights rather on and around the 
rocks and cliffs above the canyon.  
As I arrive, the dominant (to be proved) male barks for announcing my presence, and another 
baboon far away is answering; there is obviously another group in another sleeping site 
further up the canyon.  
No foraging activities so far; grooming. 
 
Video 13.03_1 

a) S33° 57’ 28’’ E21° 1’ 56’’ WP 148 
b) �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult 
d) 12 12 12 12 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f) - - - - 
g) Calm calm calm calm 
h) None None None None 
i) - - - - 
j) Cliffs Cliffs Cliffs Cliffs 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 
II) - - - - 
III) - - - - 

Remarks:     
 
Group consists of 2 families. 
 
8:30 Oaktree Meadow 
The group passes quietly through the meadow in southern direction; no foraging activities. 
 
Time:  8:28 – 8:31 
Location:  Oaktree Meadow Video 13.03_2 

a) S33° 57’ 34.4’’ E21° 1’ 56.6’’ WP 002 
b) �  �  �  �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult Juvenile 
d) 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f) 18.1° C 18.1° C 18.1° C 18.1° C 18.1° C 18.1° C 18.1° C 
g) Calm Calm Calm Calm Calm Calm Calm 
h) None None None None None None None 
i) 25 cows 25 cows 25 cows 25 cows 25 cows 25 cows 25 cows 
j) PA PA PA PA PA PA PA 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 
II) - - - - - - - 
III) - - - - - - - 

Remarks:  oestrus Lactating     
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Time:  8:50  
Location: Misty Meadow 
The group is passing the gate, continuing their travel through Far Meadow. No foraging 
activity. 
�  0% cheek pouch use for the whole group 
 
Time:  9:00  
Location: Far Meadow 
Group arrives at the very southern tip of Far Meadow, heading into the eastern black wattle 
stand direction South Ridge. 
No foraging activity �  0% cheek pouch use 
 
Time:  11:00  
Location: South Ridge 
Group passes from East to West over the ridge. Foraging in the black wattle stand. 

a) S33° 58’ 11.8’’ E21° 2’ 12.3’’ WP 192 
b) �  �  
c) Adult Juvenile 
d) 12 12 
e) � ,�  � ,�  
f) 24° C 24° C 
g) Calm calm 
h) None None 
i) - - 
j) BW BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 
II) - - 
III) - - 

Remarks:   
 
Time:  11:15 – 12:00 
Location: in the black wattle stand in the southern valley of Wildekrantz river, west of 
WP 192. GPS approx. S33° 58’ 14.9’’  E21° 2’ 4’’  (WP 13.03_1). 
 
Time: 15:15 
Contact with big group in the black wattle stand west of Wildekrantz river (under power lines) 
crossing South �  North.  
Time: 15:24 – 15:37 
Video 13.03_4 

a) S33° 57’ 37.7’’ E21° 1’ 54.9’’ WP 194 
b) �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Juvenile Juvenile Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult 
d) 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f) - - - - - - - - 
g) Calm Calm Calm Calm Calm Calm Calm Calm 
h) None None None None None None None None 
i) - - - - - - - - 
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j) BW BW BW BW BW BW BW BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 
II) - - - - - - - - 
III) - - - - - - - - 

Remarks:        Lactating 
 
Time: 15:40 – 15:57 
Video 13.03_5 

a) S33° 57’ 37.7’’ E21° 1’ 54.9’’ WP 194 
b) �  �  �  �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Juvenile Adult Adult Adult Adult 
d) 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f) - - - - - - - 
g) Calm Calm Calm Calm Calm Calm Calm 
h) None None None None None None None 
i) - - - - - - - 
j) BW BW BW BW BW BW BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 
II) - - - - - - - 
III) - - - - - - - 

Remarks: Oestrus       
 
Time: 16:01 – 16:04 
Video 13.03_6 

a) S33° 57’ 37.7’’ E21° 1’ 54.9’’ WP 194 
b) �  �  
c) Adult Adult 
d) 40 40 
e) � ,�  � ,�  
f) - - 
g) Calm Calm 
h) None None 
i) - - 
j) BW BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 
II) - - 
III) - - 

Remarks:   
 
 
Time: 16:24 – 16:33 
Location: Oaktree Meadow Video 13.03_7 

a) S33° 57’ 33.9’’ E21° 1’ 59.5’’ WP 03.03 
b) �  �  �  �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult 
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d) 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f)        
g) Slight Slight Slight Slight Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None None None None None 
i)        
j) PA PA PA PA PA PA PA 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 25 % R 25+25 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 
II) - 6 - - - - - 
III) - 1 - - - - - 

Remarks:   Injured 
right hind 
leg (open 
wound) 

lactating Arriving Oestrus  

 
Time: 16:45 – 16:49 
Location: Oaktree Meadow Video 13.03_8 

a) S33° 57’ 33.9’’ E21° 1’ 59.5’’ WP 03.03 
b) �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult 
d) 40 40 40 40 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f)     
g) Slight Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None None 
i)     
j) PA PA PA PA 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 50r+25l  0 % 25+25 %  25+25 % 
II) - 8 - - 
III) -  - - 

Remarks:  Injured 
right hind 
leg 

Dominant  

 
Time: 16:56 – 17:05 
Location: Oaktree Meadow Video 13.03_9 

a) S33° 57’ 33.9’’ E21° 1’ 59.5’’ WP 03.03 
b) �  �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult 
d) 40 40 40 40 40 
e) � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  � ,�  
f)      
g) Slight Slight Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None None None 
i)      
j) PA PA PA PA PA 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 10 – 50 m 
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I) 50+50 % 50r+25l 25 %  0 % 25 % l 
 II) - - - - - 
III) - - - - - 

Remarks: Lactating   Oestrus  
 
 
21.03.2008 
 
Time: 17:40 
Location: Oaktree Meadow Video 21.03_1 

a) S33° 57’ 34.4’’ E21° 1’ 56.8’’ WP 002 
b) �  
c) Adult 
d)  
e)  
f) 21° C 
g) Calm 
h) None 
i)  
j) PA/BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 

 II)  
III)  

Remarks:  
 
Time: 17:50 – 18:05 
Location: Oaktree Meadow Video 21.03_2 

a) S33° 57’ 34.4’’ E21° 1’ 56.8’’ WP 002 
b) �  
c) Adult 
d)  
e)  
f) 21° C 
g) Slight 
h) None 
i)  
j) AMF 
k) 0 – 10 m 
I) 25r % 

 II) 3 
III)  

Remarks: Sitting on 
oak tree 
and 
feeding 

 
Time: 17:50 – 18:05 
Location: Oaktree Meadow Video 21.03_2 
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a) S33° 57’ 33.9’’ E21° 1’ 59.5’’ WP 03.03 
b) �  �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult 
d)      
e)      
f) 21° C 21° C 21° C 21° C 21° C 
g) Slight Slight Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None None None 
i)      
j) PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 %  25+25 % 25r %  

 II) - - - - - 
III) - - - - - 

Remarks: Oestrus  Lactating   
 
Time: 18:07 – 18:14 
Location: Oaktree Meadow Video 21.03_3 

a) S33° 57’ 33.9’’ E21° 1’ 59.5’’ WP 03.03 
b) �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult 
d)    
e)    
f) 21° C 21° C 21° C 
g) Calm Calm Calm 
h) None None None 
i)    
j) PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 25r+50l  25r % 50+50 %  

 II) 9 - - 
III) 1 - - 

Remarks: Oestrus Dominant  
 
 
23.03.2008 
 
Search for the baboons on the eastern side of the reserve. Around 8:15, baboon vocalization 
(one juvenile calling, no answer) is heard in the direction of the cliffs in Plattekrantz valley. 
10:00, contact in black wattle stand around the farm house of the neighbouring farm. 
 
Time: 10:06 – 10:23  Video 23.03_1 

a) S33° 57’ 16.2’’ E21° 3’ 3.2’’ WP 196 
b) �  �  �  
c) Juvenile Adult Adult 
d)    
e)    
f) 19.6° C 19.6° C 19.6° C 
g) Calm Calm Calm 
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h) None None None 
i)    
j) BW BW BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 %  0 % 0 %  

 II)    
III)    

Remarks:    
 
Around 11:15, some baboons were seen passing through the grass under oak trees at WP 197 
(S33° 57’ 10.5’’   E21° 3’ 2.7’’) 
 
Time: 15:44 – 15:59 
Location: Above Talari House Video 23.03_2 

a) S33° 57’ 29.4’’ E21° 2’ 10’’ WP 23.03_1 
b) �  
c) Adult 
d)  
e)  
f)  
g) Calm 
h) None 
i)  
j) BW 
k) 10 – 50 m 
I) 0 % 

 II)  
III)  

Remarks:  
 
 
24.03.2008  
 
Time: 7:45 
Location:  Near Talari House in BW stand Video 24.03_1 
A male juvenile makes his experience that plastic (water tank) might be slippery, when wet… 
 
Time: 7:46 – 7:51  Video 24.03_1 

a) S33° 57’ 30.1’’ E21° 2’ 9’’ WP 24.03_1 
b) �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Juvenile  Adult Adult 
d)     
e)     
f) 15° C 15° C 15° C 15° C 
g) Slight Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None None 
i)     
j) BW BW BW BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 %  0 % 0 %  0 %  
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 II)     
III)     

Remarks:     
 
In the evening, while holding a presentation concerning my study and the current results, 
some interesting questions have been raised, e.g. 

·  Might acorns be too hard and need to be soaked/pre-digested? 
·  Concerning the effect of distance to refuges: are the baboons maybe more relaxed and 

go therefore further away from refuges and use then less often cheek pouches? 
 
 
25.03.2008  
 
Time:  7:15 
Baboon group is found in a small canyon west of Wildekrantz river : WP 198 (S33° 57’ 30’’  
E21° 1’ 52.6’’). Another sleeping site ?? 
Temperature 14.4° C; wind: calm   (Video 25.03_1) 
 
Time: 8:15 
Temperature 18.9° C; wind: slight 
 
Time: 8:52 – 9:01 
Location: in cut black wattle stand west of Wildcliff Video 25.03_2 

a) S33° 57’ 52.3’’ E21° 1’ 49.3’’ WP 200 
b) �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult 
d)    
e)    
f) 21° C 21° C 21° C 
g) Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None 
i) None None None 
j) BW BW BW 
k) > 50 m > 50 m > 50 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 

 II) - - - 
III) - - - 

Remarks:  Lactating  
Generally, few foraging activity 
 
 
Time: 9:10 

a) S33° 57’ 52.3’’ E21° 1’ 49.3’’ WP 200 
b) �  �  
c) Adult Adult 
d)   
e)   
f) 23.4° C 23.4° C 
g) Slight Slight 
h) None None 
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i) None None 
j) BW BW 
k) > 50 m > 50 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 

 II) - - 
III) - - 

Remarks: grooming grooming 
 
Time: 9:20 

a) S33° 57’ 52.3’’ E21° 1’ 49.3’’ WP 200 
b) �  �  
c) Juvenile Adult 
d)   
e)   
f) 23.4° C 23.4° C 
g) Slight Slight 
h) None None 
i) None None 
j) BW BW 
k) 10 - 50 m 10 - 50 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 

 II) - - 
III) - - 

Remarks: Sitting, 
watching 

Dominant, 
watching 

 
Time: 9:35  Video 25.03_3 

a) S33° 57’ 52.3’’ E21° 1’ 49.3’’ WP 200 
b) �  
c) Juvenile 
d)  
e)  
f) 23.4° C 
g) Slight 
h) None 
i) None 
j) BW 
k) > 50 m 
I) 0 % 

 II) 12 
III) 0 

Remarks:  
 
The group leaves the place around 10:00, is followed consequently through the black wattle 
stand (WP 201/202) till Far Meadow. 
After, the group climbs up to South Ridge. 
 
 
26.03.2008  
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Time:  14:00 
Location: around cliffs east of the reserve – S33° 57’ 16’’   E21° 2’ 42’’  (WP 26.03_1) 
Temp. 24° C; wind: moderate; group size ~50 
 
Time:  15:20 

a) S33° 57’ 12’’ E21° 3’ 1’’ WP 26.03_2 
b) �   
c) Adult Infant 
d) 50 50 
e) All All 
f) 23.3° C 23.3° C 
g) Moderate Moderate 
h) None None 
i)   
j) FED FED 
k) > 50 m > 50 m 
I) 100 % 0 % 

 II)   
III)   

Remarks:   
The animals didn’t see me standing in the shade of a black wattle tree. When noticing me, 
they all ran off, even the animals at a distance of 100m.  
Generally, lots of barking, but not because of my presence. 
 
 
27.03.2008  
 
Time:  10:10 
Contact on Montevista Slope around WP 204 (S33° 57’ 29’’  E21° 2’ 36.7’’) 
Wind: calm;  temp. 17.8° C; no observation 
 
Time: 16:15 
Location:  on Montevista Slope, near the reserve border  

a) S33° 57’ 30’’ E21° 2’ 43’’ WP 205 
b) �  �  �  
c) Adult Juvenile Adult 
d) 50 50 50 
e) All All All 
f) 23° C 23° C 23° C 
g) Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None 
i)    
j) BW BW BW 
k) 0 - 10 m 0 - 10 m 0 - 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 

 II) - - - 
III) - - - 
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Remarks: Foraging 
on black 
wattle 
tree 

  

 
 
28.03.2008 
 
Time: 13:17 – 13:19 
Location:  Misty Meadow Video 28.03_1 
Baboons foraging in the grass, heading from North to South (i.e. coming from Oaktree 
Meadow) 

a) S33° 57’ 49’’ E21° 2’ 7’’ WP 28.03_1 
b) �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult 
d) 20 20 20 20 
e) All All All All 
f) 25.4° C 25.4° C 25.4° C 25.4° C 
g) Slight Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None None 
i) None None None None 
j) PA PA PA PA 
k) 10 - 50 m 10 - 50 m 10 - 50 m 10 - 50 m 
I) 100 % 50 % 0 % 50 % 

 II) 6 7 - - 
III) 1 1 - - 

Remarks:     
 
Time: 13:24 – 13:36 
Location:  Misty Meadow near gate Video 28.03_2 

a) S33° 57’ 50.5’’ E21° 2’ 5.1’’ WP 21.02_3AM 
b) �  �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult 
d) 20 20 20 20 20 
e) All All All All All 
f) 25.4° C 25.4° C 25.4° C 25.4° C 25.4° C 
g) Slight Slight Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None None None 
i) None None None None None 
j) PA PA PA PA PA 
k) 10 - 50 m 10 - 50 m 10 - 50 m 10 - 50 m 10 - 50 m 
I) 25 % 100 % 0 % 50r % 50 % 

 II)    4 17 
III)    3 3 

Remarks: oestrus     
 
Time: 13:39 – 13:54 
Location:  Misty Meadow near gate Video 28.03_3 

a) S33° 57’ 50.5’’ E21° 2’ 5.1’’ WP 21.02_3AM 
b) �  �  �  �  �  
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c) Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult 
d) 20 20 20 20 20 
e) All All All All All 
f) 25.4° C 25.4° C 25.4° C 25.4° C 25.4° C 
g) Slight Slight Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None None None 
i) None None None None None 
j) PA PA PA PA PA 
k) 10 - 50 m 10 - 50 m 10 - 50 m 10 - 50 m > 50 m 
I) 0 % 75 % 75 % 0 % 0 % 

 II) 5 5 3 5 8 
III) 1 1 1 2 0 

Remarks:  lactating  Injured 
hind leg 

 

 
Time: 14:05 
Location:  Misty Meadow near gate 
Some new baboons arrive from Oaktree Meadow, obviously belonging to the same group, as 
they follow the others. 

a) S33° 57’ 50.5’’ E21° 2’ 5.1’’ WP 21.02_3AM 
b) �  �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult Juvenile Juvenile 
d)      
e)      
f) 26° C 26° C 26° C 26° C 26° C 
g) Slight Slight Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None None None 
i) None None None None None 
j) PA PA PA PA PA 
k) 10 - 50 m 10 - 50 m 10 - 50 m 10 - 50 m 10 - 50 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 

 II)      
III)      

Remarks:      
 
Time: 14:10  
All baboons have crossed the bridge at the gate, going into the black wattle stand west of the 
reserve (Video 28.03_4); GPS S33° 57’ 52’’   E21° 1’ 58.6’’  (WP 206) 
Foraging activity on black wattle until 15:50, mainly while sitting in the trees. At 15:15, an 
animal suddenly barks for unknown reasons, resulting in an instant climbing a few meters 
higher in the trees by all animals: “first react, then ask…” 
 
Time:  15:50 
Location:  back in Misty Meadow 
Group size: 30. After a few minutes, the group goes off in a black wattle stand, heading 
North. 
Location:  Misty Meadow near gate Video 28.03_6 

a) S33° 57’ 50.5’’ E21° 2’ 5.1’’ WP 21.02_3AM 
b) �  �  �  
c) Adult Adult Adult 
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d) 30 30 30 
e) All All All 
f)    
g) Moderate Moderate Moderate 
h) None None None 
i)    
j) PA PA PA 
k) > 50 m > 50 m > 50 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 

 II)    
III)    

Remarks: Lactating   
 
Meanwhile, around 16:05, another group (~30 individuals) arrives from South at Misty 
Meadow. At the same time, barking occurs from the area near the cliffs in Wildekrantz canyon 
and Montevista near the power-lines. How many are there ??!! 
 
Time: 18:30 
Rendezvous on the cliffs west of Wildekrantz river (Video 28.03_7). 
 
 
29.03.2008 
  
Time: 6:45 
Location: over the cliffs in Wildekrantz canyon 
Temperature: 5.9° C   Wind: slight 
Because of the size of the troop, more than one sleeping site is needed. Baboons have 
therefore also been spotted on cliffs further up the river. 
Lots of barking and screaming; animals seem nervous this morning (already last night, lots of 
barking could have been heard). Though, this nervous behaviour seems to have its reason in 
the troop rather than because of predation, as, when big adults move around, smaller group 
members quickly hide or get out of the way (Video 29.03_1). 
In this case, one could easily think that a bigger troop doesn’t give more security for the 
individuals, but rather stress. At least, when I compare the behaviour of this “big” (~50 
animals) group with the small group (~15 animals). Although, from the scientific point of 
view (literature, etc.), this might be illogical (or even incorrect), as bigger groups tended to 
show more security. And the size of this bigger group is not even very big compared to data 
found in literature (up to 100 and more). Anyway, the smaller group with ~15 baboons seem 
much more pacific than this group (at least during these last few days). 
 
Time:  8:30 
Move off the cliffs 
 
Time: 10:30 – 12:45 
Location: on/in/around Heron House, foraging intensively (black wattle seeds/ 
seedlings??) 
 
Time: 10:38 – 10:49   Video 29.03_2 

a) S33° 57’ 43.6’’ E21° 2’ 11.6’’  
b) �  �  �  �   �  
c) Adult Juvenile Adult Adult Juvenile Adult 
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d) 50 50 50 50 50 50 
e) All All All All All All 
f)       
g) Slight Slight Slight Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None None None None 
i) None None None None None None 
j) PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW 
k) 10 – 50 m 0 – 10 m  10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 10 – 50 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 

 II)       
III)       

Remarks:       
 
Part 2: 

a) S33° 57’ 43.6’’ E21° 2’ 11.6’’  
b) �  �  �  �  �  
c) Adult Juvenile Adult Adult Adult 
d) 50 50 50 50 50 
e) All All All All All 
f)      
g) Slight Slight Slight Slight Slight 
h) None None None None None 
i) None None None None None 
j) PA/BW PA/BW PA PA/BW PA/BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 50l % 0 % 

 II)      
III)      

Remarks:     “Ruth” 
 
Time: 10:51 – 11:03   Video 29.03_3 

a) S33° 57’ 43.6’’ E21° 2’ 11.6’’  
b)  �  �       
c) Infant Adult Juvenile Infant Infant Infant Infant Infant 
d) 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 
e) All All All All All All All All 
f)         
g) Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
h) None None None None None None None None 
i) None None None None None None None None 
j) PA/BW PA PA PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 10 – 50 m  10 – 50 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 

 II)         
III)         

Remarks:         
 
Time: 11:07 – 11:16   Video 29.03_4 

a) S33° 57’ 43.6’’ E21° 2’ 11.6’’  
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b) �  �      �  �  
c) Adult Juvenile Infant Infant Infant Infant Infant Adult 
d) 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 
e) All All All All All All All All 
f)         
g) Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
h) None None None None None None None None 
i) None None None None None None None None 
j) PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 

 II)         
III)         

Remarks:         
 
Time: 11:27 – 11:36   Video 29.03_5 

a) S33° 57’ 43.6’’ E21° 2’ 11.6’’  
b)     �  �  �  
c) Infant Infant Infant Infant Adult Adult Adult 
d) 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 
e) All All All All All All All 
f)        
g) Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
h) None None None None None None None 
i) None None None None None None None 
j) PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 

 II) 1 1 1  6  2 
III) 6 6 6  6  1 

Remarks:        
 
Time: 11:43 – 11:49   Video 29.03_6 

a) S33° 57’ 43.6’’ E21° 2’ 11.6’’  
b)   �  
c) Infant Juvenile Adult 
d) 50 50 50 
e) All All All 
f)    
g) Moderate Moderate Moderate 
h) None None None 
i) None None None 
j) PA/BW PA/BW PA/BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 

 II)  3 2 
III)  0 3 

Remarks:    
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Time: 11:57 – 12:13  Video 29.03_7 
a) S33° 57’ 43.6’’ E21° 2’ 11.6’’  
b) �  �  �  �  �  
c) Infant Adult Adult Adult Adult 
d) 50 50 50 50 50 
e) All All All All All 
f)      
g) Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
h) None None None None None 
i) None None None None None 
j) BW BW PA/BW PA PA 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 0 % 

 II)  4 5   
III)  2 2   

Remarks:    “Ruth” Oestrus 
 
Time: 12:20 – 12:27   Video 29.03_8 

a) S33° 57’ 43.6’’ E21° 2’ 11.6’’  
b) �   
c) Adult Infant 
d) 50 50 
e) All All 
f)   
g) Moderate Moderate 
h) None None 
i) None None 
j) PA/BW PA/BW 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 0 % 0 % 

 II) 2  
III) 6  

Remarks:   
 
 
30.03.2008  
 
I identified another sleeping site above the waterfalls of Plattekrantz river (East of Wildcliff): 
S33° 57’ 23.2’’   E21° 3’ 8.8’’   (WP 208)  Video 30.03_2 
 
Contact around 10:15 east of this sleeping site in black wattle stand, foraging in the trees: 
S33° 57’ 22.9’’   E21° 3’ 11.6’’   (WP 209)  Video 30.03_3 
 
After this encounter, the baboons disappeared without any signs or sounds. Where to..?? 
 
 
31.03.2008  
 
Something unexpected happened today: 
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As a small group of baboons arrived around 17:00 on Misty Meadow, I was rushing to 
Oaktree Meadow to wait for them to arrive there. As they arrived around 17:15, they were not 
very keen on an encounter with me (which is nothing new…), but even more I could notice 
that they had their cheek pouches already full. I was expecting them to fill the pouches with 
acorns in Oaktree Meadow, but no: they went straight through to… - I don’t know, because I 
couldn’t find them anymore 15 minutes later. All the known sleeping sites were empty. 
Maybe they went quietly further upstream? 
Detailed observation were of the animals proved to be difficult because of difficult light 
conditions. 
  
Time: 17:16 – 17:26   
Location:  Oaktree Meadow Video 31.03_1 

a) S33° 57’ 34.4’’ E21° 1’ 56.8’’ WP 002 
b) �  �  �  
c) Adult Juvenile Adult 
d) 12 12 12 
e) All All All 
f)    
g) Calm Calm Calm 
h) None None None 
i)    
j) PA/AMF AMF PA/AMF 
k) 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 0 – 10 m 
I) 50r % 25+25 % 50+50 % 

 II)    
III)    

Remarks:  Sitting on 
oak tree 

Oestrus 

 
 
 
 
 


